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The Return
of the Taliban
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On August 15, 2021, the Taliban captured Kabul and resumed control of Afghani-
stan. This event took place shortly after the U.S. states declared their withdrawal from Afghani-
stan, following nearly two decades of war. Despite widespread criticism over the abrupt withdraw-
al, Joe Biden, the President of the United States, defended the United States’ decision by stating:
“Staying was no longer an option” Due to this series of events, thousands of Afghans, many of which
are educated women, have fled the country. The Taliban have declared that they will not allow
the continued evacuation of Afghans and urged the United States to halt the Afghan evacuation.

In the aftermath of the United States withdrawal and resumed Taliban control, much of Afghanistan’s
progress towards human rights and liberties have been reversed. Among some of the most concerning are the
increasing restrictions on female rights and freedom of speech. Under Taliban rule back in the 1990s, women
were banned from receiving an education, forced to oblige to strict dress codes, and heavily restricted from
immersion in public life. As of now, the Taliban have reopened primary schools for children of both genders
and allowed women admission to universities, given that they are segregated from their male counterparts.
They have yet to allow girls back into secondary education. One Afghan girl told the Washington Post: “I
miss everything about school, my classmate, my lessons, the dreams I had. Now, I can not dream anymore
because the Taliban are back” (Raghavan). However, there is still hope for the continued education of these
girls. According to Professor Michael Semple from the Mitchell Institution of Global Peace Security, and Jus-
tice states, “The population ['the Taliban] have given themselves the challenge of trying to rule has doubled

1 size and expectations havei‘e sky-high compared to the 1990s. We can anticipate there will be reactions

d maybe the Taliban will be forced to backpedal” (Semple). Beyond the academic sphere, the Taliban has
banned Afghan women from returning to work, citing temporary security concerns to justify this
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Aside from restricting female rights, the Taliban have also worked to limit freedom of
speech. As of September 2021, the Taliban Ministry of Information and Culture has issued me-
dia “guidelines” that restrict nearly all criticism of the regime. Associate Asia director of the Hu-
man Rights Watch, Patricia Gossman remarks, “The Taliban regulations are so sweeping that jour-
nalists are self-censoring and fear ending up in prison” (Gossman). Currently, at least 32 Afghan
journalists have been taken into custody. While the majority were released with warnings or beat-
ings, there is reportedly one journalist that remains in custody. According to one journalist, “Those
who are still operating no longer publish anything critical. They mostly interview Taliban officials.
Previously, they were active in criticizing the government” (Human Rights Watch).

At the present, there is limited intervention from the international community, despite the nu-
merous human rights guidelines that the Taliban has violated. The United Nations Human Rights Coun-
cil has expressed concern over the Taliban’s human rights violations, emphasizing the need for human-
itarian aid. They also urged Taliban “to respect the right to liberty of movement and freedom to leave
the country”, in response to the Taliban’s ban on Afghans leaving the nation. The UN Human Rights
Council also stressed the need for other countries to keep their borders open to Afghan refugees.
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This year, General Assembly 1 has been assigned with the issues
(301) Demilitarization and Stabilization of the African Region,
and (302) Fostering the Peaceful Development of Outer Space.
Victor Kang (PAS, 8) witnessed a debate on Issue (302) between
the delegates of the United States andChina. While the delegate
of the United States argued that the resolution submitted is in-
valid because it doesn't address anti-satellite weapons as one
of the problems, the delegate of China tried to counter the ar-
gument by responding that the United States also has anti-sat-
ellite weapons. Although the conference is held online, hence
encountering some technical difficulties, the delegates have
shown their passion in MUN and actively participated in the
debates. “T like how the delegates argue with each other on the
amendments,” said Victoria Jen (PAS, 9), “the delegates are will-
ing to discuss and [contribute] to the resolution in each bloc”
Moreover, she mentioned that the committee had a debate re-
garding whether creating a new organization, as written in the
resolution, is necessary. While the submitters of the resolution
wish to create a new organization dedicated to this specific is-
sue, some delegates believe that this creation will be redundant.
Along with these debates, the delegates communicated their
ideas with each other and improved the resolution altogether.
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This year’s General Assembly 2 is debating on the measures to
promote a green global economy (401) and promoting sustain-
able foreign investment in underdeveloped regions (402). During
the opening speech, most delegates seem focused more on talking
about the first issue. “The first one seems to be appealing to a lot
of delegates, including myself” the delegate of the United King-
dom shares. The expert chair for the first issue also gave detailed
feedback per clause, modifying their resolutions before sending
them to the Advisory Panel. Elaborating on the lobbying experi-
ence, the delegate of Singapore remarks that “the chairs pointed
out what specific clause in GA2 cannot be written as it is not a
legal committee.” This helps her understand to what extent can
each committee implement solutions and reminds delegates of the
importance of wordings, especially the preambulatory phrases.
Delegates highlighted a special moment during debate when an
amendment modifying “a single word” was on the floor. The dele-
gate of the UK explains that although it was a one word change, it
allows the clause to loosen its restriction. After the first day of the
conference, she states that she looks forward to tomorrow, excited
to debate on the resolution and amendments of other delegates.
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This year, the delegates of GA3 (Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Com-
mittee) are discussing issues (501), ensuring humanitarian conditions in
penitentiaries, and (502), methods to increase aid and resource accessi-
bility for those suffering from mental illness. According to the delegate of
Japan (Bernado Lin, AAIA), the committee of GA3 was the second fast-
est committee to pass a resolution. The delegate of Philippines (Julia Cao,
NEHS) has also shared her experience: even though she was initially pretty
shy, the delegates of GA3 were all kind and helpful throughout the confer-
ence. She noted that “I really have to appreciate all chairs, staft, and dele-
gates from Hsinmun. Without their efforts, the conference won't be this
successful and I won’t have had such a wonderful experience either” The
delegate of China (Loren Meehan, KAS) and the delegate of Egypt (Keira
Chen, PAS) both agreed that the conference flowed smoothly despite it be-
ing held online this year. The delegates also enjoyed being in a conversation
“with everyone being represented and active,” having an overall “fruitful
conversation” throughout the experience. The delegate of Singapore (Cin-
dy Wu, HAS) also stated that when delegates were discussing their country
stances, everyone was able and eager to speak despite the conference being
held online. Delegates were all cooperative and helped out each other when
needed, the reason for their productive completion of their resolutions
in a short amount of time. The delegates of GA3 have shown great team
work and all believe that the conference has been a great experience so far.

The General Assembly 4 is tasked with dealing with regulating the le-
gitimacy of foreign intervention to foster safe and secure election pro-
cesses (601), and revision of peacekeeping operations in light of cor-
ruption and violence (602). According to the delegate of Saudi Arabia,
though lobbying was initially chaotic, once the delegates were assigned
to each bloc according to their stance on each issue, “the delegates were
very eager to begin discussing and merging resolutions,” Co-chair Al-
lison comments. She also highlights some funny moments, like: “the
delegate of Germany [asking] for weird numbers of POI (24 POIs or
36 POIs)”. The delegate of Myanmar, as a main submitter, shared his
experience interacting with the advisors in the advisory panel. The di-
rectors “gave me detailed suggestions, making my resolution more well
rounded and understandable,” he adds. As he tackled the issue of se-
curing election processes, the advisors suggested practical solutions to
resolve several foreign intervention-related issues. If she would use an
adjective to describe this year’s experience of GA4, Allison would de-
scribe her committee as “detailed”. She remarks that “they really care
about every detail of each resolution. During amendments, they ask
constructive questions to really understand each other’s points of view.”
These points of views in addition to the amendments being made is what
allowed the committee to form and pass comprehensive resolutions.
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General Assembly 6, the Legal committee, is discussing the topics
(701) Development of an international framework to address gender
and protect the LGBTQIA+ community in a legal context, and (702)
Strengthening legal measures to regulate the use of Artificial Intelli-
gence weapons. During lobbying, the chairs divided the committee
into two groups based on the issue the delegates prepared for and fur-
ther separated the delegates into different blocs based on geograph-
ical locations. Debating on Issue (701), the committee discussed
clauses that seemed to be contradicting other clauses within the reso-
lution. In an attempt to minimize the contradictions, the committee
passed a few modifying amendments. Moreover, the committee also
debated on the controversy over human rights and religion. While
some delegates believe human rights is a part of human nature that
has to be protected, some delegates hold that religious belief over-
rides human rights. Having debated about a few disputes, the com-
mittee reached an agreement on the issue and passed the resolution.

During these past two days, the Economic and Social Commit-
tee (ECOSOC) is debating on the “Measures to promote afford-
w able housing and address the increase in homelessness” as well as
\Y | “Countering Trafficking of Children Worldwide”. After putting in

‘ ) countless hours of work to build their resolutions all delegates have

| f been making meaningful arguments. According to Cosmo He, the
& | delegate of Germany, “Almost all delegates have been participating
- and speaking, [and] amendments have also been very meaningful
and helpful” However, as anticipated, there were some technical dif-
C - Jaida Dean (Host) ficulties because of the switch to an online conference. In hope for a
normal conference next year, He says “I have faced many issues like
connection problems and being online takes away from the origi-
nal experience in person.” Despite the hindrances, Amy Wang, the
delegate of Brazil, states that “everything is going much better than
I expected, it is going smoothly and everything is working as expect-
ed” Overall, both the delegates and chairs have been working proac-
tively together hard at work striving to construct the best resolution
the committee can create. Jaida Dean the President of ECOSOC says
that “There hasn’t been just one moment that has been memorable,
so far this whole experience has been quite memorable thanks to the
amazing delegates in ECOSOC as well as my co-chair, Kai-Hang!”
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During the opening ceremony, Dr. Allen Lien mentions
the notion of climbers and breaking the rules. In order to
bring progress to a multicausal world, one must learn to
remain unmoved by internal pressures and respond ade-
quately to external pressures, such as global conflicts. This
idea can be reflected by the fast-paced discussion during
the Security Council conference. A delegate from the Se-
curity Council has to be confidently prepared to compre-
hend clauses, verifying them with his or her stance, com-
posing amendments, reacting to the house’s concerns, and
preparing to veto threats. Guan Jhen Wu, the delegate of
China, observed the growing problem of human rights
violations in the United Nations, which was further com-
plicated in discussions by the unfair SC Permanent 5 veto
policy. To prepare for his role in the committee, delegate
Guan Jhen exposed himself to The Question of Myanmar,
and The Issue of the Insurgency in Cabo Delgado. Fur-
thermore, with the assistance of HSINMUN officers, Alex
Chen and Cheng-Yuan Li, the delegate was able to gain a
comprehensive understanding of the nuances of China’s
perplexing stance towards Myanmar’s junta. Although
the online experience affected the participants’ interac-
tion, the success of the conference remains unhindered.
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The committee of the Human  Rights Coun-
cil focuses on addressing topics such as the
“pandemic of femicide” in the context of Covid-19 (201), and
protecting ethnic minorities and cultural traditions in Eastern
and Southern Asia (202). These topics surround the debates over
gender equality, under the historical context of cultural norms
enforced on women in a degrading and condescending manner.
They also dive into issues regarding ethnic minorities that are
neglected due to their race or culture. They believe the govern-
ment involvement and policies are most important to solving
these issues, and that rigid laws need to be put in place to en-
sure justice and hold perpetrators accountable. They believe
that these topics are interesting as they both require much co-
operation and effort from the delegates. While there were some
technical difficulties, the meeting went through smoothly as the
delegates were extremely diligent, enthusiastic, and creative re-
garding the subjects and had fruitful discussions during lobbying.
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In the environment committee, the delegates of USA, Singapore,

and New Zealand shared their views on what has and continues
to make HSINMUN unique and an exciting experience. The del-
egate of the US explained that she wanted to improve upon her
performance from last year, which was not expressed to the best
of her ability, while the delegates of Singapore and New Zealand
expressed their passion for the MUN experience, a place where
discourse over international issues are “hyped” and valued. It's in-
teresting that they pointed out “maybe making [the conference]
online this year makes it easier for people to talk,” and to craft
more creative solutions through cooperation from all delegates.
The delegates really appreciate the organization and friendly
community that has enabled every participant to feel included in
HSINMUN, as well as the working team’s effort in reaching out to
more schools, encouraging approachable yet serious participation.
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In the Advisory Panel, a few topics have been discussed, including the
forceful displacement of immigrant refugees and digital surveillance
in the 21st century. Both issues are incredibly relevant to this year’s
theme, multicausality; as the world develops and becomes more in-
terconnected and complicated, so do the issues. The delegates believe
that both topics are equally important, as they both affect hundreds of
thousands of people around the world. The complications of surveil-
lance capitalism highlights the result of the spread and development
of technology, and the issue of forcefully displaced immigration is a
hot topic on the list of human rights debates. This year's HSINMUN
discussions have proven to influence each member of the commit-
tee profoundly, as they begin to experience the conference through a
different lens. Despite the new obstacles, the delegates have managed
to tolerate different levels of flexibility not achievable in person. This
year’s conference hopes to broaden the committee’s views and under-
standing of the world, learning how to deal with and respond to diffi-
cult and controversial topics, as well as how the APQ procedure works.
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In UNDP, passionate chairs have shared their experience in MUN
and HSINMUN specifically. Their committee focused on debating
the topics (801) Measures to prevent the stockpiling of medical
resources, and (802) Reducing global poverty in accordance with
Sustainable Development Goals. Felipe explained his reason for
coming back as it was his first chairing experience, whereas Heidi
was excited for the high debate quality dedicated to discussing in-
teresting topics that usually happens here. Although the conference
is virtual, both chairs hope delegates to be more engaging, collabo-
rative and constructive, to continue stepping out of their comfort
zones through this experience. Specifically, Heidi commended the
organization and efficiency of this conference despite its transi-
tion to an online platform. Felipe also appreciates the “profession-
al yet welcoming environment” HSINMUN XVII has provided,
which continues to make its debate competitive and exciting while
allowing participants to remain comfortable when attending.
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P 0 L L Civil Rights or Government Control?

Government control
10%

Civil rights
90%

The controversial topic of civil rights versus government control has been further prompted by the worldwide
pandemic. When asked if they believed that civil rights or government control was more important, the ma-
jority of the chairs voted civil rights to be more imperative. Kai Hang Seow, the Deputy President of ECOSOC,
believes that “governmental control could be easily exploited, and violate inalienable rights that everyone
should have...[I]n contrast, civil flights are often represented as a voice of...and solely for the interest of the
people” Similarly, Heidi Hsu, the Deputy President of UNDDP, claims that “civil rights should be prioritized
to represent the people’s voice and carry out democratic ideals.” emphasizing the citizen’s rights to voice their
own opinion. On the other hand, Jackie Huang, the Deputy President of the Environment Committee, believes
that governmental control is more significant, quoting James Madison, “In framing a government, which is to
be administered by men over men, the great difficulty is this: You must first enable the government to control
the governed...[then] oblige it to control itself” Moreover, because of COVID-19 governmental control has
been a greatly disputed topic as it plays a crucial role in regulating and containing the virus. However, several
individuals transgress against the implemented rules in order to fight for their civil rights even if it might put
their health at risk. Therefore, the debate of civil rights versus government control still applies to this day.
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Anonymously, one chair shared her most embarrassing moments from the MUN career. Once
when the delegate was chairing, the literal table collapsed on top of her and her co-chair. Everything
on the table fell onto the floor when the committee was in the middle of an amendment. She stated
that she is “fairly sure she lost any respect she had as a chair from her delegates” She added another
fun fact that at that same conference, her water bottle also broke and spilled water everywhere.
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Mollie . (HSINMUN._XVII Parliamentarian) from. the International
High School of Hsinchu Science Park recalled one of the most embar-
rassing moments from her MUN career. While heading out to gath-
er with the committee, she had to climb up the stairs, but her shoes
were so big that one of them fell off on the staircase. A lot of people
were behind her so she held up the line, and she thought it was em- ,
barrassing because people had to wait while she put her shoes back on. / ?
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Ting Tsai (Security Council) from Hsinchu County American School
shared multiple experiences in her MUN career. One of her most mem-
orable moments in her MUN career was when she chaired for the first
time because she began to see MUN from a different perspective. She
has also added her greatest memories from MUN were the ones she
made with delegates from all around the world. “Meeting all these peo-
ple has really made me appreciate MUN conferences much more”

recalled her first chairing experience at TAIMUN. She stated that the
experience broadened her insight on different topics due to the exten-
sive research and helped shape her into “a better leader who's will-
ing to take initiative” She adds another highlight of this conference,
which was the time when she got a free boba milk tea while chairing!
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